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FAQ'sFAQ'sFAQ's

When will we find out about
our child’s team placement?

Families will be able to learn

their child’s team placement in

mid-late August. You will be

receive a team letter with

information pertaining to that

specific team via email. The

supply list for each grade level

will be posted on the middle

school web page. Families will

also receive an email from our

district office when emergency

contact information should be

completed and updated

through the parent portal. 

 

What are the differences
among the academic teams
(Thunder, Lightning, Storm)?
There are no differences

between the teams in terms of

curriculum or learning focus or

academic rigor. All teams have

all 7th grade math levels, and all

of the teachers share the same

curricular goals as their

counterparts on the other

teams.  

How do teachers help
students adjust to NAMS at
the beginning of the year? 

We view the transition process

as something that takes a bit of

time and do specific activities

to help all students become

comfortable with their new

settings. 7th grade’s first day is a

day of orientation. Teams and

teachers then spend the first

several days developing

routines and putting students

in a position to develop initial

connections with classmates

and peers.  

Below are questions that we have often received from families during
the transition process and when we’ve met with families in the Spring

before 7th grade. 

Can we request team
placements? 

 No. We can not accept

individual family requests for

social pairings (i.e. staying with

groups of peers) or to be with a

particular teacher or team. It

would be impossible to be

equitable and fair in the

placement process. 
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What is the best way to
contact my child’s teacher? Is

the homeroom teacher the
main contact?

 The homeroom teacher is

simply one of your child’s 5

team teachers. If your question

is content-area specific, you

should reach out directly to that

teacher (i.e. your child’s English

teacher for a question about

that class). If the question,

concern, or information you

wish to share is more global, it is

most helpful to send a message

to the entire team plus your

child’s counselor. 

Similar to your child’s classroom

teachers, email is often a very

effective method of reaching

out. Depending on the topic of

discussion, a phone call to

follow up allows you and/or the

counselor to address the

question or situation. 

NAMS runs on a trimester

grading schedule. The Fall

trimester ends around

Thanksgiving, the Winter

trimester ends around early

March, and the Spring trimester

ends on the last day of the

school year in June. Students

receive a final grade for the

school year based on a rolling

average. 

Yes! Every student is assigned a

locker at the beginning of the

year. Locker assignments are

relatively close to a student’s

homeroom and team

classrooms. Students need to

provide their own locks. 

How do we contact our child’s
counselor?

Who do I talk to regarding
medication and other health-

related questions? 
We have one school nurse who

support NAMS Students- Mrs.

Davis. She will work with

families ahead of the school

year to address health-related

questions that you might have. 

How many grading periods are
there?

What grading system is used
at NAMS?

 All classes use a traditional

Percentage grade system. 

 

Does every student get a
locker? 
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Are students allowed to have

cell phones at NAMS?
 Students are allowed to bring

cell phones to school, but must

have them stored in their

lockers during the school day.

Cell phones are not allowed to

be used during the school day,

and may be confiscated for the

remainder of the day if a

student is found in possession of

their phone. After a second

violation, the student’s

parent/guardian will need to

come to school to request the

phone from the Main Office. 
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Do 7th grade students ever
have lunch with 8th grade
students?
Yes. Each 7th grade team will

have lunch with an 8th grade

team for one trimester.
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